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view. 'Therefore in his teaching the superior man guides
"his students but does not pull them along; he urges them to
go forward and does not suppress them, he opens the way
but does not take them to the place.' The Chinese attach
great importance to the sense of moral responsibility (cbung),
a sense of the fitness of things which impels a man to follow
the dictates of his conscience. Democracy is respect for
the human soul and its dignity. It is not sentimental sym-
pathy for the poor and the oppressed. Nor is it proletarian
dictatorship and bureaucratic control of all spheres of life.
When a disciple asked Confucius what he would con-
sider the first thing to be done, if entrusted with the govern-
ment of a State, Confucius' reply was: 'the correct definition
of names*,1 the fixing of the meanings of words. This
method of giving precise, well-defined meanings to words is
applied to concrete human relationships. Good govern-
ment obtained when ruler was ruler, minister was minister,
father was father and son son. Society is an ordinance of
Heaven and is built up of the five relationships of: (1) the
ruler and the subject (2) the husband and the wife, (3) the
father and the son, (4) the elder brothers and the younger,
and (5) friends. There was rule on one side of the first four
and submission on the other. The rule should be in
righteousness and benevolence and submission in righteous-
ness and sincerity. Between friends the natural promotion
of virtue should be the guiding principle. Every member of
the human society occupies the position corresponding to his
name and has his own appropriate sphere of duties and
rights. By observing these rules, each individual acquires
an understanding -which is wider and more profound, the
"understanding through life, and enjoys his own personal
inviolable dignity. The rules determining the behaviour
proper to these different positions are employed in the rites.
No compulsion is used to exact the observance of the rites.
Free consent is essential. Ritual and music arc the forces
employed to reach the hearts of men. 'Let the character
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